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mercy must he begged of the piety of your good-
ness for the brethren of St. Martin, to whose service
your goodness delegated me however little worthy.
I call God as the witness of my conscience that
never have I understood the brethren to be such as
I hear that they are called by some who are more
ready to accuse than to save. As far as can be
seen and known, they worthily perform the office
in the churches of Christ, and I most truly bear
witness that never any where have I seen other
men celebrating more perfectly or more diligently,
in daily course interceding for your safety and the
stability of the Christian empire. Of their life and
conversation you can learn from a perfect man, an
incorrupt judge, and a faithful messenger, Wido
[Count of the shore of Britany], He has looked
into all their affairs and knows what they have
done and how they have lived.

cc I have not been slow to admonish them con-
cerning the strictness of the monastic life, as they
themselves will testify, if any one will accept their
testimony. And I do not know what faults they
have committed against their accusers, that they
should pursue them with such hatred.

f' It is a matter of wonder why they * wish to
push themselves, contrary to the edict of the law,
into another's harvest. The illustrious doctor for-
bids this where he says 2 Who art thou that jjudgest
another man's servant? To his own master he
standeth or falleth. Yea he shall stand, for God is
able to make him stand. For the city of Tours
has a pastor [Joseph, the Archbishop], in his life

1  That is, Theodulfus; the Bishop of Orleans.

2  Romans siv. 4.